SAM DEVLIN ON “SAFETY”

The micst controvazicd aspact of epoxy use & the matter
of safety. There 5 no way around it The improper use of ep-
oxy can be infurtous and hazardous to your health. Buf con-
stant vigilonce and continuous core for safe and prooer uss
will mirdmize the hozord, Bootbuilders wsing normal precou-
Tiora and staying safety-minded af all fimes con wee apoxy
with e best of resulfs while fully protecting their heaith, Wear
satety ghames, resprators and Qloves, Tyvel sults ane great
protection

The stengest advice | can give vou B 1o keap epoxy off
wour sking Prolonged contact with the resin ond hardenar
can cousa an alergic recchon-sensitzotion-in soms peo-
ple, Once sensiized, the dighfast contoct with the resin and
hordens;, thair fumes, or even sionding dust from epoxy that
hizsn'T fully cured con Bring o a isacticon

Keep epoxy off your ook, and ahkedys wear gloves fhot
protect wrists 05 well 03 honds. | know of three axdamples
whiers boatoullgen threw coufion to the wnd ond suffered
tha consequences. Two were finst-fime buliders of boats, but
one wod O professonal who should hove known better, The
common denamingior was fallune to use propess gloves, The
professional was a reckles: fool Ingll spects of hiz life. He re-
fused to use glowves ond would plunge his hands into ooetons
at the end of sach job o claan off hallcured rasine. Whik
LG urathona paints, hs would refise

o wear aven e amplest dusl-litsr “Once yow bave epoxy on your glores,
you WILL bave an (fch on your nose,
your eves WILL need to be robbed,
aud
you WILL begin to sweat and need
fo wipe vour brow, ~

- Beplin's Law

mask st alone an orgonic-vapor res-
PHNCETOr CF Even O Trasn-ciif systam. Pra-
dictably, he exdperenced lung dam
oge from the uethorne paint and
spent several days spiffing up Dlood,
In cdcition, the sxposuns to the epouy
coused o rash on both wiists and hes
foreheoad thot resembled o resaction
o oolson ook The rash wolld disaoppear after five or sly deongs
il b stoyed cleor of epoxy, Ut 05 soon 05 e wolked bock
inta the shop, It woukd reappear. It the end, he hod to give
up boattuilding with epoxy alfogether and the last | keard
of nimn, hiewos ot work in o can factony.

hMost gloves ovalloble fo oot bulkders are adequate for
apoEy  Dut will fnever stand up fo cleanup sokenfs such os
acatone or lacguer fhinner, Whan claaning up, discord the
thin latex gloves you used for epoxying ond don heoy, 2ol-
vent-procf ghowes,

Ard then thers's "Deviin's Laow, o varlant of Murphy's Lo,
After g goodly amount of expenances | have identified three
naturd lemplations that you Wil experence when you ara
wizrking with epoxy. Once you have apoxy on your géoves,
You WILL have an itch on your nose, your eyves WILL nead to
De ruobed. ard vou WILL Begin to seaat and nesd to wine
your brow. | guorantes you'l expanence thess urgyas, and
just og suraly, I you succumb to temptafions, vou will experl-
ENCE S0Me Noss of aye sensifizobion due 1o spory exposurns,

There is simply no offermative to constant vigilonce: wEing
sofety gear working a5 cleanly o3 pogibés, ard not getting
a0y Onyaur skin, Kesping Devlin's Low In mind, one recson
for wearing o cankter respirofor-apart rorm the fumes and
dust—is to keap yoursalf from scrotching wour nose;

After fifteen veors of using epoxies almaost daly, Hhe only
recction | notica & a sight constiction of tThe throot during as-
tenced use, But when | use a respiratcr | never experience
he thrcal irmtation.

Cf the bwo epoxy components. the hordener is the most
toxic, Keap this in mind, poriculory whsn cleaning the
mardenar Sca oF Your apcey dispansss. Bdremes coaution
should ako be wed when sonding porticly cured (grean)
@y surfoceas, as may hdppen in the winter in on unheaf-
ed shop. Alwons weor 0 respirotor and protectve Clathing
enary it IMs onby streeat Siothes that are lBundessd daily and
cover all parts of the body llkely o come in contach with un-
cungd apody, I you inss! on kesping your Beara, a full-
hood, powered-respirotor fresh-air systam may De the only
arwar since regular cartridge-type respiratorns will not ssal
propedy cver o beard,

The Eoftam ne, my macho fiends, 5 to respect thease
chemicaols ust becouse the hozards dre nvisible doss not
e they ars absent,

| v seears O Ccoupla nstonces of cimos! magical acts of
reverse grovity in which epoey or its resin ond honderer come-
oormants spleghed o e boealbdildss eves,  In each
ngronce we Nod 10 nash the yichinm outside To O water hose
lor a kzngthy flushing of ks ayas, Than rush him o the emsr-
Qency room whene the doctor repedtad the process-not
something onyone would do by choice, Wear eyve protec-
ficn at -all fimes,  Sodsty glagses don't work weall for me
becouse | find them uncomforficbDla, Ard It eveglosses ans
uncomfortalbds, at some point vou'l fing
yowsell wodking without them--and
thizts when accldents hopoen, Evarn if
vou don't wear eyeglasses for wvision,
get yoursallf fifted with O proper expean-
sive sat of fromes with clecr lerses.
Spend somea monay on them 30 You
won't fract fhem cosually and wreck
fherm.  Than wear them constarnty in
the shop 5o you et used o tham.

And sven the protection can't be taken for grarted, 've
CISCH SREn O wWoHker oevelop nosty ioking, paindul honcs o
o raaclion 1o kabhex disposable gioves, which in his case wis
probakly o recction fo the falcum powdar in tham, He wos
fime attar he swilkchsd fo non-iaic gloves over soft ligh-
welght cotton liner gioves,

hodarotion is the Dest protection.  Ahways shower ofter g
whork SEsson; IFwill Pzl keap wour body clean and haalthy.
Alzo don't forget to lounder your clothing often,  Waaring
thiz epody-ancrusiod Clothes doy after day e confinuss 1o
erpnse you to uncursed resin or hardener
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